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Let’s Talk! – We want to be responsive to your needs during school closures and invite 
you to send questions, comments, and suggestions to www.wvusd.k12.ca.us.

Walnut Valley Unified School District    Kids First... Every Student, Every Day

Message from the 
Superintendent

Dear Walnut Valley family,
In my nearly 30 years as an educator, I 

do not believe I have ever even fathomed 
a disruption of our educational system 
to the magnitude that we are currently 
experiencing.  To begin, I hope that you 
and your loved ones are safe and healthy.  
I feel for all of the people who have been 
personally impacted by COVID-19.

When we first received the recommendation from the Los 
Angeles County Office of Education (LACOE) that we should 
close our schools for a minimum of two weeks, I decided, out 
of an abundance of caution, to close our schools for four weeks 
(which would lead into our previously calendared Spring Break 
recess).  We referred to this closure as PHASE 1.  An incredible 
group of educators began planning immediately and developed 
a plethora of instructional resources meant to simply minimize 
the learning gap that would undoubtedly occur during the next 
16 business days … when students would be away from their 
schools.

As awareness and cases grew throughout our county, we next 
received the recommendation from LACOE that we should close 
all schools through May 5.  It was at that time, that we began to 
plan for a more robust and extended Distance Learning plan 
that would allow our teachers to provide Distance Learning 
for their assigned students.  Similar to many school districts 
across California and the United States, for PHASE 2, we have 
had to analyze and address an extraordinary number of issues 
and questions regarding Distance Learning … as this is truly an 
unprecedented transition in how we provide schooling to our 
kids.  While I am confident in our resolutions and responses 
to these issues such as assessment, grading, communication, 
addressing the demands of our students with unique and special 
needs, and ensuring equity for all kids, this clearly remains 
a fluid situation with ever-changing information.  I am also 
very grateful to our teachers and staff who have been working 
and planning tirelessly to provide Distance Learning to their 
students, which is set to begin on Monday, April 20.

Finally, I made the decision to close all of our schools for the 
remainder of the school year based on recommendations from 
the Governor, California Department of Education, and LACOE.  
Our PHASE 2 plan for expanding Distance Learning will now be 
implemented and sustained through May 28.  In addition to the 
impact on our academic program, as a parent of three children 
myself, I am extremely empathetic and sympathetic to the fact 
that our students are missing “school.”  They are missing their 
friends, teachers, activities, sports, recognitions, and the list goes 
on and on.  I am sincerely saddened for our 12th grade students 
… the Senior Class of 2020.  I know our high schools are working 
with their teams (including students) to plan Graduation (for a 
date that, for obvious reasons, cannot yet be identified).  I know 
they are also planning for a possible recognition of some sort at 
the conclusion of this school year.  

I want to thank our parents and community for their support, 
patience, and encouragement during this most unprecedented 
time in education.  I am confident in our plan moving forward.

Please be safe and take care of yourself.

Sincerely,

Robert P. Taylor, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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A new district-wide Learning Enrichment and Resource 
Network (LEARN) launched March 19 to serve as a one-

stop place for academic, wellness, and parenting resources. 
The Academic Resource tab provides grade-level and 

content-specific resources that parents can access with 
their children.  

Online resources include samples of daily 
schedules, elementary grade-level templates, 
virtual field trips, STEM activities, social 
emotional resources, and coronavirus support. 

The LEARN website was formed in 
collaboration with educators, experts in 
the field of social and emotional health of 
children, and local mental health and wellness 
providers.

Please visit http://learn.wvusd.org to start 
exploring the robust compilation of learning 
activities to keep students reading, thinking, 
and thriving.

A video message from Superintendent Dr. Taylor and 
Director Dr. Resma Byrne may be viewed at https://youtu.
be/zA3hFISDVOM.

New “LEARN” Online Resource Available

Families are doing 
their best to come 

to terms with the new 
reality of mandated 
school closures due to 
the global health crisis.

Following the “stay-
at-home” directive, 
technology and 
creativity use surged 
in an effort to be safe, 
stay connected, and 
remain positive.

When Diamond 
Bar High’s Performing 
Arts Academy spring 
recital was cancelled, 

students decided that the music must play on.
The advanced musicians took to the internet’s world-wide 

stage during a live virtual concert held March 25.
During the finale, quartet members Alex Hong, Erin 

Miyahara, Patrick Zhang, and Alan Lu performed a moving 
rendition of “It’s A Wonderful World” while sequestered in 
their homes.

Lu was joined by his trusty golden retriever, Thunder, who 
began gently pawing for attention until the musician freed 
a hand from the glistening silver instrument to offer a quick 
pat on the head. 

“The virtual concert was a lot of fun since it was something 

Staying Connected
WVUSD Families Adjust to School Closures

Dedicated Nutrition Services staff members have been feeding 
children every weekday during the COVID-19 school closures.

 On March 16, over six hundred “grab and go” meals were distributed 
at Diamond Bar and Walnut High Schools.

 “We’re passing out a breakfast and lunch item with milk, chips, 
juice, and fruit,” explained Josette Macias, a Nutrition Services Worker, 
as her team met cars in front of the gymnasium at Diamond Bar High.

 The free meals are available to all children under 18 years old, who 
must be present during pick-up, for the drive-through service that 
runs 7:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

Grab & Go! Feeding our families during school closure . . .

A computer screenshot captures Diamond Bar High 
students performing “What a Wonderful World” in a virtual 
recital with golden retriever “Thunder” in attendance. 

Within days of campus closures and disruption to the traditional 
model of schooling, Walnut Valley USD took action to create 
resources to help minimalize the learning gap.

new - and it kept me busy for the day!”
On March 19, Quail Summit Elementary siblings Amanda 

and Austin Toon hosted a Facebook live flag salute at 10 a.m. 
from their living room.

The children held a picture of an American Flag, placed 
hands over hearts, and solemnly recited the pledge, while 
their mother, Jeanie, recorded the moment on her cell phone.  

“I wanted to feel connected to my school again,” said 
Amanda, age 10. 

“I missed my friends!”
Walnut High ASB President Matt Mayo found a way 

to encourage and support classmates in lieu of making 
morning school announcements by creating an online 
#WalnutWednesdayBroadcast with the help of Principal 
Ryan Maine.

“I know times are difficult right now, but just stay strong 
and stay safe,” Mayo said on the March 18 inaugural episode. 
“We’re Mustangs and we’re family.”

Walnut Elementary children began posting daily read-a-
loud videos on Facebook.

“It’s really neat to be able to see my friends read stories,” 
said fifth grader Audrey Hess who presented “Little Pea” on 
March 19. 

Parent and fitness instructor Nancy Lim launched a 
Facebook live kids’ boot camp from her backyard with sons 
Lucas and Zachary.

“All of us could use some exercise and movement in this 
crazy time!” she said about the 4 p.m. class airing every 
Monday and Wednesday.

“We’ve got to take care of our kids – kids come first!” said Eva 
Generalao who was in the Walnut High kitchen helping prepare meals 
at 6:30 a.m.

At the end of the morning shift, over 1,800 meals, triple the number 
from the previous day, had been served at both high schools.

“It’s nice to help at a time like this,” shared Rachelle Serrano as she 
provided the curbside service to families.

Serrano also delivered something special to each car - a friendly 
smile, a wave, and a “have a good day!”

For more information, please visit www.walnutnutrition.org.
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Above and Beyond!
Louie Del Real 
Classified Employee of the Year 

Louie truly cares about the well-being of Walnut Valley 
students and staff and that dedication is reflected in his quality 
workmanship.  He brings 19 years of experience to his position 
and consistently goes above and beyond all expectations. 
This talented “Jack of All Trades” craftsman can also tackle 
everything from carpentry, to painting, HVAC, and electrical 
work - and he even drives a truck. Louie’s a wonderful “go-to-
guy” who truly puts Kids First! 

“It’s a great big honor receiving this award!” Louie said. 
“Walnut Valley is a great place to work because I’m surrounded 
by the best team of classified and certificated employees.”

Classified Employees Honored 
A dozen outstanding employees were honored during the annual Cornerstone Awards on January 23.  

Classified (non-teaching) staff members work with dedication and commitment to help students  
succeed every step of the way. Congratulations to the 2019 honorees!

Mary Weir, School Administrative Assistant – South Pointe Middle School
Lydia Garcia, Instructional Aide II-Special Education – Collegewood Elementary

Louie Del Real, Maintenance Worker III Locksmith – Maintenance
Debbie Brown, Secretary II – Transportation

Susan Tran, Instructional Aide II-Bilingual/Bicultural – Castle Rock Elementary
Lena Tran, Instructional Aide II-Special Education – Maple Hill Elementary

Gary Reyes, Custodian II – Collegewood Elementary
Ron Honore, Custodian II – Walnut High School

Pete Rodriguez, Custodian II – C.J. Morris Elementary
John Archer, Custodian II – Suzanne Middle School

Francisco Espinosa, Custodian I – Diamond Bar High School
Anita Guerrero, Nutrition Services Worker I – Evergreen Elementary

Walnut High Teachers 
Earn National Recognition
Walnut High teachers Diana De La Cruz (Spanish) and 

Nick Madrid (Economics, Psychology) have earned the 
profession’s highest mark of achievement as National Board 
Certified Teachers (NBCTs). Only 3% of the nation’s teachers 
successfully pass the rigorous, performance-based, peer-
review program, demonstrating their proven impact on 
student learning and achievement. 

Chaparral, Suzanne  
Win Second Schools to 
Watch Honors
Chaparral and Suzanne Middle Schools are increasing 

student engagement and fostering positive school 
cultures by strengthening relationships with students using 
proven social-emotional strategies. The high performing 
schools have been rewarded for their focus on whole child 
education with re-designation in the 2020-2021 Schools 
to Watch-Taking Center Stage program. The prestigious 
national award recognizes high performing schools and 
promotes replicable practices for middle schools across 
the country. Both schools previously earned the honor in 
2017 and the designation can be earned every three years. 
Schools were recognized during the California League of 
Schools State Conference in Sacramento on March 6. A total 
of 136 middle schools in California and 466 in the nation 
have earned the Schools to Watch award.

Chaparral Tapped for PBS “Artbound” Series 
PBS is featuring Chaparral Middle School in an upcoming episode of the 

Emmy award-winning series, “Artbound.” The program will 
spotlight how Chaparral exemplifies arts education and 
how it is integrated on campus. Crews filmed in Arts and 
Design-Based Learning classrooms and interviewed 19 
“expert” teachers, students, parents, and administrators 
on March 11. “We’re trying to get the best story of why arts 
education is needed every day for every kid for a better, 
healthier society!” said producer Angela Boisvert. 

Classroom Technology

Walnut Elementary Students 
Create Digital Portfolios

Fifth-grade students at Walnut Elementary are creating 
digital portfolios to archive assignments and experiences.  

Teacher Seema Bagai sourced the idea during a two-day 
Google workshop offered by WVUSD technology coaches she 
attended last summer.

“It was an introduction to the components of Google Suite, 
including Docs and Sites, and I thought it would be great for 
my students!”

The 25-year veteran educator incorporated the  
collaborative e-portfolios into her curriculum hoping to 
inspire and engage students into more self-directed learning 
and reflection. The digital learning plan has been a hit from 
the beginning.

“This is a fun project,” said Sophia Lei. “I enjoy doing it 
because by the end (of the year) I might not remember what 
we did in the past.”

The digital natives are now cataloging their work in four 
main categories: field trips, projects, specials, and reading. 

“As they build their portfolios, I will be able to work with 
them and offer suggestions and edit in real time,” Bagai added.

While working on Chromebooks, students wrote a 
paragraph using Google Docs about an excursion to the 
Discovery Cube museum.

“When writing on the portfolio, I get to think about what 
I’m writing,” commented Jayden Xu. 

“I am able to read and edit the content without having to 
use paper on multiple drafts,” Bagai said.

Technology coach Tami Barry visited the class to direct 
a Google lesson on creating headlines, choosing design 
templates, importing content, editing photos, and writing 
descriptive captions on the page. 

“The goal is to inspire teachers to begin utilizing this new 
era of technology tools,” said Barry.

WVUSD coaches Barry and Wendy Cadima, both former 
classroom teachers, rotate through the nine elementary 
schools to provide support as educators integrate technology 
in their classrooms.

“We model lessons, co-teach, collaborate, and plan with 
them,” said Barry.

“Our teachers set a goal and we work with them to select 
what technology to use and how to implement it.”

“It’s extremely rewarding!” she added.

Walnut High Senior 
Named Top STEM Scholar 
Walnut High senior 

Ken Cheng was 
named a top 300 scholar 
in the Regeneron Science 
Talent Search. Science 
teacher Garrett Lim 
nominated his student 
in the prestigious science 
and math competition 
for high school seniors. 
Each scholar was selected based on their exceptional research 
skills, commitment to academics, innovative thinking and 
promise as scientists. Cheng, 17, was recognized for work in 
the area of Quantum Chemical Study of Molecular Structures 
and Stabilities of Iron Complexes Containing Nitric Oxide 
and Imidazole-Based Ligands. Each student selected earned 
a $2,000 scholarship with an additional $2,000 award for their 
respective high school. Over 1,900 students entered this year’s 
competition. 

“Ken has shown a deep passion for science both in my 
classroom and in his research,” Lim said. “The fact that he 
undertook this research on his own and presented his work 
to the scientific community is a testament to this.  We are very 
proud to have such an amazing student representing Walnut 
High School!”

Westhoff Elementary launched its Great Kindness 
Challenge during a “Wheel of Fortune” game show starring 
grade level teams competing to solve word puzzles in three 
categories: Great Kindness Challenge, Shine, and Rock 
Garden. Counselor Erica Robledo hosted the interactive 
digital contest assisted by Student Council co-hosts, and 
Elementary Learning Specialist Therapi Kaplan. The 
kindness week kickoff also featured the unveiling of the 
new Westhoff Shines rock garden with 600 bright yellow 
stones decorated by students and staff with powerful 
messages and affirmations aimed at inspiring kindness. 
KABC7 news spotlighted the story on its Feb. 4 broadcast.

Diamond Bar High Brahma Athletics finished the winter season with 2 undefeated league 
champions in Girls Soccer and Girls Water Polo teams. Boys Basketball, Girls Soccer, and Girls Water 
Polo competed in CIFSS playoffs with Girls Soccer advancing to the Quarter Finals. Soo Yeon Eun and 
Ryan Wong advanced to CIF Masters in wrestling. 

Walnut High Mustang Athletics finished the season with 2 league champions in Girls and Boys Wrestling. Girls 
Basketball, Boys Basketball, Girls Soccer, and Girls Water Polo competed in CIFSS playoffs. Joshua Salas and Ryan Kim 
advanced to CIF Masters in Wrestling. Cynthia Esquivel and Angie Cervantes were CIF Champions and advanced to 
the state tournament in Wrestling.  Cynthia finished 7th in the state and Angie was awarded a CIF State Champion for 
Character medal.

Spring Sports Update

Shining with Kindness
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Walnut Valley USD marked the groundbreaking of a 
three-story Instrumental Music Building at Diamond 

Bar High School on February 19. Parents, students, staff, and 
community leaders attended the celebration for the state-of-
the-art addition to the premier music program.

“It’s truly going to be amazing!” exclaimed Principal Dr. 
Reuben Jones at the construction site on the northwest end 
of campus.

The nearly $9.8 million project was made possible by voter 
approval of Bond Measure WV passed in November 2016. 

“We are tremendously grateful for the support of our 
community,” said Superintendent Dr. Robert Taylor.

The new 15,700 square-foot “Music Box” will feature three 
strategically designed levels with a 4,320 square-foot band 
room at the ground level; mid-level floor ensemble rooms, 
recording studio, library, and office space; and upper level 
3,631 square-foot orchestra classroom with adjacent rehearsal 
spaces for piano, harp, percussion, and individual practice. 
The 465-day construction project is slated for completion in 
Summer 2021.

The District chief also praised music teachers Steve Acciani 
and Marie Sato for their “relentless commitment and dedica-
tion to the program” and for engraining a love and apprecia-
tion of the arts into the school community.

“It is a part of the culture here and we’re thankful for that,” 
he said.

Diamond Bar High’s comprehensive, 700-student, 
instrumental music program comprises nearly one-third of 
the school’s population. 

“The best thing about the new building is that it is designed 
around the specific needs of the uniqueness of our program at 
Diamond Bar High,” Acciani explained.

“Even though we have tremendously successful large 
groups, the program is structured around the maximizing 
potential of individuals.”

“Music is such a powerful thing,” said Principal Jones. “It 
will be wonderful to have it coming from this new building.”

To view a virtual walkthrough video, please visit http://bit.
ly/2w16AzY. 

Your Measure WV tax dollars at work!

Instrumental Music Building Construction  
Begins at Diamond Bar High

Chaparral Middle School students were intently running VEX robots through 
trials in preparation for their very first competition. The teams tried to rack up 

points by programming the little bots to pick up and move cubes to marked side 
platforms on the course.

Three rookie groups, with 15 students total, were readying for the regional VEX IQ 
Challenge in San Diego on February 16.

“It’s a lot of programming and building 
– this is version five!” Ong shared while 
making precise adjustments to the robot’s 
design.

“This will make it more efficient,” added 
teammate Angel Yu who has been involved 
in robotics since elementary school.

“I like it because you can do a lot of things 
– designing, building, coding, and being 
part of a team.”

The members said they are proud to be 
part of the elite “girls that code” movement.

“I think it’s cool! In my PLTW class, there 
are only four girls - and I’m one of them!” 
Chea said.

Now in its second year, the thriving 
Robotics Club at Chaparral has over 30 members on competitive and recreational 
teams. Teachers Emirick Haro and Ivan Macias along with three parent coaches work 
with the students 60-80 minutes each week.

“This love for robotics is very organic,” said Haro, a science teacher who advises the 
recreational groups that meet in her Design-Based Learning classroom. 

“They solve their own problems, have the grit to figure things out, are resourceful, 
and collaborate with each other – it’s amazing!” she said.

Two of the recreational teams of boys enthusiastically battled their robots during the February 12 meeting. 
“I thought it was pretty cool, so I joined,” said seventh grader Aidan Chen between the challenges. 
Teammates named sixth grader JJ Pak as one of the best coders in the group.
“I guess I have sort of a knack for it from doing Scratch,” he said.
Haro said she is glad the school created a comfortable place for young women to come out and explore engineering and 

programming.
“In these male dominated fields, it’s nice to see so many girls take risks and find joy in robotics,” she commented.

About 125 Castle Rock Elementary students put their forces 
of motion knowledge to the test on February 24. During 

the hands-on science lesson, third graders designed and built 
simple stomp rockets using just a sheet of copy paper, scotch 
tape, and scissors.

The young inquirers first hypothesized their ideas 
about flight and design using Newton’s laws of gravity and 
movement.

“Your job is to decide if there is a relationship between 
the stomp and how well your rocket flies,” said Principal Jen 
Alcazar who led the activity.

Then the kids got busy building, testing, and re-building 
their aerodynamic flyers.

The International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme 
(IB-PYP) School strives to create children that are globally-
minded and who incorporate IB attitudes and attributes into 
their daily lives.

Students utilized creativity and critical thinking skills while 
rolling, trimming and taping the paper into unique designs.

“I’m going to make three triangular fins and a cone for the 
top so there’s as much air pressure as possible,” said Austin 
Lee, age 9.

“I’m going to cover the top with a triangular nose - that way 
the force of the air will push against it,” shared Emma Lau.

“I added two wings to help it fly faster,” added Nabil 
Shouman.  “If the top was flat, the air would push down on the 
rocket and it wouldn’t go up.”

“My design is going to tape up everything so if you stomp 
really lightly none of the air pressure escapes,” said Ian Jones.

In about 30 minutes, the four grade-level classes went 
outside to test the rockets on launchers made of PVC pipe and 
2-liter soda bottles.

One-by-one the fledgling engineers secured the mighty 
missiles to one end and then stomped the plastic bottle at the 
other end hoping for lift off.

“Cone and fins are the key,” Alcazar said while watching 
the flight show. “And if you have a little mass on the tip it helps 
keep it stable.”

Some of the high flyers soared 20-feet into the air and one 
even got stuck in a towering Elder tree. 

Not a problem! 
The quick-thinking school leader took aim and tossed her 

shoe up into the branches and knocked it free.
“Our job is not to tell students what to think, but to teach 

them how to do so,” Alcazar said.
“Allowing kids to engage in inquiry lessons like this one 

allows students to craft hypotheses, test theories, and work in 
collaborative groups, all necessary skills for success in college, 
career, and beyond. And if they learn some science in the 
process, even better!”

Business is booming, as they say, for the PrintedWorks team 
at Diamond Bar High School. What began last year with 

3D printing projects, the after-school club has grown into a 
full-blown entrepreneurial endeavor with students designing 
and selling customized banners, clothing, laser-engraved 
awards, and full-color programs.

The student-run company is divided into three sections: 
business, art, and engineering – with students working 
together to complete orders from teachers, departments, and 
the outside community.

About 30-40 students meet Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons in Room #202 clocking in between five and ten 
hours each week.

“I fell in love with this club because every day it’s a new 
experience,” said senior Logan Tang, 17, the club’s president.

“Basically, I’m the CEO, learning all the ins and outs of 
running a business - but at the end of the day, it’s rewarding,” 
he said.

The teens use direct-to-garment printers and screen 
printers to produce customized clothes, while banners, 
buttons, keychains, and stickers are run through huge 
specialized printers and plotters.

“Right now, we are creating 2D objects like brass and acrylic 

Diamond Bar High Club Offers Printing with the Works 
  Where Art Meets Engineering 

nametags, awards and plaques for different school groups 
and outside organizations, said freshman Ryan LIm.

“We learn about 3D printing, sticker printing, laser 
engraving, and direct-to-garment (t-shirts),” said junior 
Gustava Drew.

Next door, in the old woodshop classroom, an InMoov 
robot team works on a humanoid 3D-printed project that has 
artificial intelligence. 

“It’s open-sourced from France,” explains senior Alex Tang 
while working on one of the finger joints of the life-sized 
creation. 

“The inventor created all the files and posted them online 
for free for everyone to use.” 

“We were having problems with the 3D printer glass beds 
breaking this year and about half of our printers weren’t 
working,” said senior Yash Karwal.

Students brought the problem to their mentor, businessman 
Joe Bloomfield of Spyder 3D in Brea who came up with the 
solution of stainless-steel beds.

“He took the data from students and troubleshooted it to 
help us devise these,” Karwal said.

“PrintedWorks is really growing this year,” said advisor 
An Tran, a CADD teacher, of the club’s steady increase in 

STEAM TEAM

Chaparral Robotics Club Thriving in 2nd Year

membership and merchandise.
Business team members regularly head out to local 

businesses with confident sales pitches and strong 
handshakes to sell advertising and develop partnerships.

In the design area, students utilize Adobe Illustrator® and 
InDesign® graphic programs to create logos for their items.

“They’re making products, learning to work together, and 
solving issues,” Bloomfield said.

“It’s a good experience for them and it shows!”

Forces in Motion!

Castle Rock Students Build, 
Launch Stomp Rockets

Construction Update
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School Closures

Book & 
Instrument 
Pick Up 
Diamond Bar and Walnut 
High Schools opened their 
gates for a few hours on 
March 17 and 18 so that 
students could gather items 
from lockers and band 
rooms.  #SaferAtHome

Raise your hand if you think we have too many 
stinking rules,” bestselling author Julia Cook

asked of Evergreen Elementary students on Feb. 10. 
“Well, I have a book for you!” she replied as several 

hands shot up in response. 
With that, the energetic writer launched into a story 

about a quirky character named Noodle from her book, 
“That Rule Doesn’t Apply to Me,” designed to help teach 
children important values and benefits of having rules. 
Cook delivered entertaining and heartfelt messages 
about being kind to each other, setting priorities, 
problems caused by video games, being judgmental, 
safety, and more. 

Principal Trina Dreyer praised the author’s life 
lessons that focused on kindness and how words can 
impact others. 

“Cook’s stories about Social Emotional Learning are 
truly relevant and essential for our students,” she said. 

“Educators love to read her books to students 
because they capture their attention, offer tangible 
strategies, and help the adults find the words to explain 
difficult topics” added school counselor Shenen Flores. 

Walnut Elementary students are getting close to 
the finish line in their quest to run 100 miles 

this year. The third, fourth, and fifth graders arrive 
30 minutes early to school on Wednesday and Friday 
mornings ready to get moving. After they lace up their 
sneakers and stretch, the 100 Mile Club members race 
around a marked course on the grass from 7:30 - 8:00 
a.m.

“We can run, jog, or walk - whatever we want,” said 
fifth grader Nav Kaur, age 10 during the February 26 
session.

Morning Run!
Over 125 students signed up to participate this year, 

nearly triple the number since the club began three  
years ago.

“I joined because I like to run and be active,” said 
classmate Avery Cruz, age 11, who has reached about 
60 miles.

“And it’s fun to run with my friends!” said Cruz 
who was among several members that clocked an 
additional 3.2 miles by joining a 5K marathon earlier 
this year.

Three parent volunteer coaches Natalie Liu, 
Hayward Dong, and Nancy Lim use a digital running 
app to track progress of their students.

“As coaches, we want to instill in them the 
importance of having a healthy body, to mentally 
persevere, and to have a year-long commitment in 
reaching their goals,” said fitness proponent Lim, who 
has completed 25 marathons.

“Stay consistent – slow and steady will get you 
there,” Lim encourages as runners take seven trips 
around the course for each mile.

Third grader Tyler Liu, age 8, was the first member 
to hit 75 mile-mark in February.  Liu said he tries to 
complete 16 laps during each session.

“Mostly, I just run!” he said. 
The Walnut Elementary children have tallied over 

3,000 miles this year.

Walnut Elementary Students Strive for 100 Miles

Walnut Well

Children’s 
author delivers 
humor, life 
lessons to 
Evergreen 
students

Lift Off!
Walnut High Club Inspires Future Leaders

Sprocket Walk-It  
for Yimbo
DB High’s robotics team walks for a day, 
to give hope for a lifetime

One of the primary goals for Diamond Bar High 
3473 Team Sprocket has been enabling less fortunate 
communities to learn and thrive.  Through its new 
partnership with Friends of Yimbo, an organization 
dedicated to helping the Kenyan village and 
surrounding areas, the school’s robotics club launched 
Sprocket Walk-it for Yimbo charity event.

The outreach was designed to spread awareness of the 
difficulties for children attending school in the village 
and fundraise for better access to educational supplies 
like laptops, LCD projectors, and new curriculum.

The walk-a-thon was held on the leap day of Saturday, 
February 29 and lasted about three hours. 

More than 100 attendees walked 32 laps each around 
the Diamond Bar High track, totaling about 4,000 laps 
during the event. The entire Sprocket team united 
during the 13-kilometer walk, the same distance 
that many children in the village trek for a one-way 
trip to school each day. Unfortunately, the difficult 
walk discourages many of the Yimbo children from 
attending school.

“Through the use of our extra day this year, Team 
Sprocket hopes to inspire the children of Muguna for 
their lifetime,” commented advisor Gabriel Aguilar, 
DBHS instructional dean. 

To date, the students have raised over $2,000. Please 
visit http://bit.ly/2TmQE4c to join the Team Sprocket 
campaign.
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“

On a recent Wednesday, a troop of Walnut High 
students walked to Suzanne Middle School 

prepared to ignite about 20 students with creative 
cheers, team building activities, and meaningful 
discussions. 

The Leaders Inspiring the Future of Tomorrow 
(LIFT) Club hosts meetings twice a month after school 
at the neighborhood campus. Senior Matt Mayo first 
founded the club as a Suzanne 8th grader, and then 
launched it at the high school during his sophomore 
year. Members kicked off the event with repeat-after-
me cheers and within minutes the entire class was 
echoing words, stomping feet, and flapping arms to 
“How Funky is Your Chicken?” and “I Went Down to 
the River.” They quickly segued into relay races and a 
blindfolded scavenger hunt for jellybeans – with one 
twist – the direction words left, right, and forward 
weren’t allowed. So, the creative kids came up with 
their own cues, including using lemon for “left” and 

raspberry for “right”, to guide players to cups of the 
colorful candy.

“This is really a game of trust,” offered sophomore 
Chloe Young who organized the activity topped off 
with a life lesson. 

“We’re hoping to build confidence so that they can 
be a leader in their daily lives,” said Mayo, the club’s 
president. 

The relationships formed during the meetings also 
create a bridge when middle school students enter 
high school. 

“It’s so nice for our students to get to know some 
high school kids so when they go across the street 
they’ll have a friendly face and feel connected,” said 
Kristina Natividad, Suzanne’s leadership advisor. 

“It’s really cool when we see them in the hall and 
they say ‘hi,’” shared junior Rawan Hassabelrasoul. 

“They have a friend in us – we support and care for 
them and really want the best for them.”


